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ABORIGINAL FAMILY SAFETY STRATEGY — DRAFT 

Statement by Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence) [9.04 am]: I rise 
to inform the house about an important initiative to help improve our responses to family and domestic violence 
in Aboriginal communities. Aboriginal women and children experience family violence at disproportionately high 
rates with Aboriginal women 32 times more likely than non-Aboriginal women to be hospitalised from family 
violence. Aboriginal women, families and communities have long advocated for a dedicated response to family 
violence in their communities, developed in partnership with them. We listened and I am pleased to announce that 
our draft Aboriginal family safety strategy is now out for consultation. 
Last week, I had the pleasure of meeting with Professor Vickie Hovane who, alongside her team at Tjallara Consulting, 
has developed the strategy. The aim of the strategy is to ensure that all Aboriginal people in Western Australia live 
safe and healthy lives free of family violence and that we are all part of that solution. This strategy will bring 
Aboriginal communities, government services and stakeholders together to develop responses to improve Aboriginal 
family safety that are culturally responsive and strengths based. The strategy has four key areas to focus on: to ensure 
that healing is what guides the delivery of family violence services and practice; to recognise the unique roles and 
responsibilities of men and fathers in building strong, safe families and communities; to ensure that services are 
better culturally informed; and to strengthen culture and identity as a foundational and baseline response to family 
violence. Sessions with over 200 community members, 150 organisations and over 200 Department of Communities 
staff members have already taken place, ensuring voices from all across WA had their say. 

The strategy is a key action in Western Australia’s Closing the Gap implementation plan and a key deliverable of 
Path to safety: Western Australia’s strategy to reduce family and domestic violence 2020–2030. Feedback on the 
draft strategy is now open until 14 April 2022. The draft strategy can be found on the Department of Communities’ 
website. This strategy has been developed in dedication to Aboriginal people, families and communities across 
Western Australia who have been impacted by family violence. I would like to pay my respects and acknowledge 
the ongoing strength and courage of victim survivors and the tireless advocacy of communities who continue to 
speak out against family violence. 
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